
 

 

Dragon Update 
De Soto High School Mr. John Daniels, High School Principal October 17, 2018 

 

Bowlers! 

 
De Soto High School medalists after a recent bowling contest. 

 

The Dragon Update is a periodic update from De Soto High School. It will focus on current and upcoming 
events, as well as important dates for DHS families. Additionally, the Update will spotlight some of the 
great things happening in our building and also give you a closer look at some of our staff members.  

John Daniels, DHS Principal 

 



 

 
Principal’s Page... 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Parent-teacher conferences are this Thursday (10/18) from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. at De Soto High School. As 
students get older, many parents tend to miss parent-teacher conferences, especially at the high school 
level. By the time students are in high school, parents have heard from their teachers for many years. 
Whether the student is all A’s and no behavior issues or no A’s and plenty of behavior issues, parents feel 
like they have a pretty good idea what they will hear from the teachers...the same things they’ve heard for 
years. “I can see their grades online and if there’s a problem, someone from the school will call,” is a 
popular refrain among parents.  

So why come if that’s the case? First of all, maybe there are some minor issues that we can take care of 
with a face-to-face conversation. Maybe there is something your student told you that you have 
questions about. Perhaps there is something going on at home that you want teachers to know about. 
Perhaps you or your child are happy about something a teacher is doing and you could take a few 
minutes to share that information with the teacher. Come in to hear some good things about your child 
because that always makes you feel better! Regardless as to your reasons for coming in, please stop by to 
see our teachers. Your kids are the most important things in your life and our teachers would like to let 
you know how important they are to us. 

If that’s not incentive enough, Chartwells (our food service provider) is offering free food samples for 
anyone attending parent-teacher conferences! 

 

 
John Daniels, De Soto High School Principal  
(636) 586-1085 
daniels.john@desoto.k12.mo.us 
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Teacher Page... 
Staff Profiles 

Erin Beck -- High School Science  
1. Education Background: B.A. in Biology from Washington University in St. 
Louis and M.A.T in Education from Webster University. 

2. Years as a teacher/years in De Soto: This is my 21st year in education and 
my 12th year at DHS. 

3. Favorite Class in High School: My favorite classes in high school were 
Biology, Genetics, and Anatomy. 

4. Hobbies:  I love outdoor activities including hunting, floating, fishing, 
gardening, and hiking.  I also spend a lot of time with my 7 year old daughter at 
her activities which include swim team, basketball, cheerleading, and scouting. 

5. Favorite Book:  A Dog's Life by Peter Mayle  It's written from a dog's 
perspective and by far one of the funniest books I've ever read. 

6. Best live event I’ve ever attended: So many great concerts - Poison, Motley Crue, Def Leppard, and The Eagles 
to name a few and best live musical The Lion King. 

7. Fun Fact: I love any kind of chocolate, but I don't like chocolate cake. 

Corey Pounds -- High School Math 

1.  Educational background: Graduated Kirkwood High School in 2009. BA 
Secondary Education from Webster University in 2105.   

2. Years of teaching/years teaching in DeSoto:    Third year teaching, all at 
DeSoto.   

3. Favorite class in high school: A tie between Band and Calculus. 

4. Hobbies: My hobbies include volleyball, music, and being outdoors.  

5. Favorite book: The Dresden Files by Jim Butcher. 

6. Best live event I’ve ever attended: The Kongos at Delmar Hall. 

7. Fun fact:  You can pick either of these: I got married on 9/23, or I can play 8 different musical instruments 
(but I’m pretty rusty on all but 3: piano, guitar, and voice). 

 

 

 



 

Calendar Page... 
Up Next at De Soto High School: 

10/18 Thursday JV/V Cross Country at Clayton Invitational 3:30 PM 

V/JV Soccer at Fredericktown 5:00 PM 

DC Parent Meeting (11th Grade) 7:15 PM 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 1 - 7 PM 

10/19 Friday Varsity Football vs. Potosi 7 PM 

10/20 Saturday High School Band at Seckman Festival TBA 

10/22 Monday Varsity Volleyball vs. N. County at Park Hills (Dist.) 5 PM 

JV/V Soccer at Pacific 5 PM 

 

 

Bowlers and their medals! 

 

 

 



 

Parents Page... 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
Parent Teacher Conferences are this week at De Soto High School on Thursday, October 18 from 1:00 to 
7:00 p.m. Parents are strongly encouraged to attend. If your child is struggling, come in and get some 
insight into the situation. If your kid is doing great, come in and let our teachers tell you just how great! 
We would love to see every child represented. 

Also, Chartwell’s Food Service will be offering food samples in the cafeteria for families during Parent 
Teacher Conferences! 

Cell Phone Addiction...yeah, it’s a thing. 
Teens and adults are both susceptible to cell phone addiction. Click on the Health.com link to learn more 
about the problem and signs to watch for.  
 
https://www.health.com/anxiety/cell-phone-addiction 
 

Is your student involved in a MSHSAA sponsored activity? 
If your child is involved in any sport at DHS, that answer is “yes”. The same is true if they are involved in 
band or choir. Academic team? Yes again! Learn more about the Missouri State High School Activities 
Association (MSHSAA) by clicking on the following link. You can learn everything from rules and 
guidelines to schedules and results. 

https://www.mshsaa.org/ 

 

Career Paths 
Take a look at this website regarding potential career choices. Special attention is aimed at growth fields 
and industries that show high numbers of vacancies in the future.  

https://www.trade-schools.net/articles/fastest-growing-careers.asp 
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